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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/171732-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-psychology-h567.pdf for full details of the assessment 
for this qualification. These exemplar answers should 
also be read in conjunction with the sample assessment 
materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report or Report 
to Centres available from Interchange https://interchange.
ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171732-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-psychology-h567.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171732-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-psychology-h567.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/171732-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-psychology-h567.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 3 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of the nature of quasi-experiments and accurately identifies the independent 
variable from the study.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate shows a clear understanding of the nature of quasi-experiments but does not apply this adequately enough to the 
study i.e. only one condition referred to.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is no creditworthy information as the candidate shows an incorrect understanding of the nature of quasi-experiments.

[2]
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Question 1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 3 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for the direction of the difference i.e. knowing the participants with autism did significantly worse, and 1 mark for the 
comparison with the control group/participants with Tourettes.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
A mark for understanding the comparison between groups but overall the response focuses on a conclusion rather than a finding 
more specifically.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
No credit as these findings do not relate to the Strange Stories task.

[2]
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Question 1(b)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 3 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate makes a clear statement to demonstrate knowledge of longitudinal studies and precedes this with accurate 
information from the study to illustrate the method.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 3 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate identifies relevant information from the study to illustrate the methodology but does not demonstrate explicit 
knowledge of longitudinal studies.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is evidence that the candidate understands what a longitudinal study is but this is not applied well enough to the study in 
question.

[2]
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Question 2(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 3 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for who was measured, 1 mark for what was measured and 1 mark for how it was measured but no obvious findings offered.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 3 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
2 marks – credit given for what was measured and who was measured.

Page 15 of 22Print Script [4]
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Examiner commentary
The only clear mark is for what was being measured – IQ.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 3 of 18Print Script
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Question 2(b)(i)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for a correct answer which is clearly focused on the demands of the question.

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
No marks given as stated the incorrect sampling technique.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
No marks credited as this response does not answer the question. 

[1]



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level Psychology

© OCR 2019

Question 2(b)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for the use of the PCL-R and a second mark for explaining its purpose.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate offers a reason for the interview but does not explain why this data was collected so limited to 1 mark.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
Not a valid answer.

[2]

Page 15 of 18Print Script



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level Psychology

© OCR 2019

Question 3

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the developmental area, 1 mark for relevant reference to a finding from 
Bandura’s study, and 1 mark for making the link between the area and Bandura’s study.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Page 15 of 22Print Script

Page 15 of 22Print Script

[3]
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Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for a vague link between study and area. No explicit knowledge of the study’s findings nor of the area itself is demonstrated 
here.

Examiner commentary
1 mark for relevant reference to a finding from Bandura’s study, and 1 mark for making the link between the area and Bandura’s study. 
No explicit understanding of the developmental area demonstrated however.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response was given the benefit of the doubt but ideally should have been clearer. 

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 4 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response does offer both conditions of the IV but also offers lots of unnecessary detail given the command word in the 
question.

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Page 4 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
A well focused response offering both conditions of the IV.

[2]
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Question 5(a)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Page 5 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Two clear marks for identifying two ways in which the study used standardisation, including an understanding of the process of 
standardisation.

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Page 5 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
Two ways are identified in the first part of the response so the final offering does not have to be assessed – in this case, it benefits the 
candidate as it is a wrong answer.  1 mark is credited for the first way as it is relevant but the word ‘standardised’ is used as part of the 
answer rather than being interpreted. The second way, however, is credited 2 marks as now the process of standardisation is signified 
through use of the words ‘each’ and ‘same’.

[4]
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Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 5 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
There were no marks credited for this response as it does not answer the question.
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Question 5(b)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 5 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
This middle band response is brief and makes reference to the extent of change (as in the studies are similar rather than different) 
and uses both studies to reasonable effect to show this.

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Page 5 of 18Print Script

[5]
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Examiner commentary
This middle band response makes an effective and reasonably convincing argument about the extent of change but only applies 
this to the Grant et al’s study in detail.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 5 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
A change is implied through the description of Grant et al.’s study but this limits the response to the bottom band. The reference to 
Loftus & Palmer’s study is irrelevant and it is not used to draw any comparison.
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Question 6(a)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 6 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Marks for the location of experiment, experimental design and IV.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for the location of the experiment and 1 mark for the experimental design.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 6 of 18Print Script

[3]
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Examiner commentary
1 mark for the independent variable.
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Question 6(b)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
A clear and accurate response which includes the use of teams, the appearance of the gorilla, and the fact that it did not interact 
with the players.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for reference to basketball being played and 1 mark for the appearance of the ‘gorilla’.

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

[3]
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Examiner commentary
Marks for playing basketball (although vague), for the gorilla crossing screen (although it was left to right) and for the idea of teams 
(although word not used). As all three features are weak then it is appropriate to cap at 2 marks.
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Question 7

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
A clear and relevant difference is evident that refers to both Milgram’s and Bocchiaro et al.’s studies.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark as the difference is implied by one study but not clear in the other.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 6 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
No credit as the difference is given in the question.

[2]
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Question 8(a)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
2 marks for a developed description which goes beyond a simple definition.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
2 marks for a developed description which goes beyond a simple definition.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
A partial answer which gives a simple definition of the concept.

[2]
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Question 8(b)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for the study’s findings and 1 mark for linking this to the concept of determinism. Determinism is not defined for the 3rd 
mark.

Exemplar 2 1 mark

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for making a link between determinism and the study. No findings offered and determinism not defined.

Page 15 of 18Print Script

[3]
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Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate attempts to define determinism but the answer lacks clarity.
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Question 8(c)

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Page 7 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The response demonstrates good knowledge and understanding in relation to the demands of the question. The answer includes 
knowledge of the individual differences area, understanding of the concept of socially sensitive research and how it links to the area. 
This is supported by evidence from two relevant core studies – Baron-Cohen and Hancock et al.

Page 16 of 22Print Script

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Page 7 of 18Print Script

[5]
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Page 7 of 18Print Script

Page 15 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
First mark for knowledge of the individual differences area. Second mark for link to socially sensitive research. 1 mark for use of Yerkes’ 
study however there is not enough use of the Baron-Cohen study for credit. Socially sensitive research is not defined either.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 7 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
One mark (just) for knowledge of the area but thereafter the focus is on unethical research rather than socially sensitive research so 
no further credit. 
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Question 8(d)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Page 8 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Both weaknesses are creditworthy and illustrated appropriately through use of a different study in each case.

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 8 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

[4]
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Examiner commentary
The first weakness is not creditworthy because of the way it is stated i.e. more description than evaluation. Stating the sample is 
small is not the same as suggesting it is too small/unrepresentative etc. The effort to apply is not evaluative either otherwise it could 
have 'saved' the response.  The second weakness is credited. The weakness is 'put to negative use' and this is well explained in the 
context of Yerkes's study.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 8 of 22Print Script

Page 18 of 22Print Script

Page 19 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Neither weakness is valid in this case and so the response is not creditworthy. 
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Question 8(e)

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Page 8 of 22Print Script

Page 19 of 22Print Script

[6]



Exemplar Candidate Work

31

A Level Psychology

© OCR 2019

Page 20 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for the comparison (methods) and the expansion into replicability (another mark). The use of Freud is worth 1 mark but the 
use of Bandura is more developed so is credited 2 further marks.

Page 19 of 22Print Script

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Page 8 of 18Print Script
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Page 8 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for identifying a difference – that behaviourism focuses on learning only and the individual differences focuses on both 
nature & nurture. 1 mark for what reads like an elaboration of this difference - genes vs tabula rasa. Ignore the reference to studies 
around this as they are not used effectively. The 3rd mark is for appropriate use of the Freud study covered at the end.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 8 of 18Print Script

Page 15 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script
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Examiner commentary
No credit as the first comparison is not valid. The second attempt at comparison does make a valid distinction - however these ideas 
are not comparable. Since the distinctions are not creditworthy, the use of evidence becomes redundant and cannot be credited 
marks either. 
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Question 8(f)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Page 9 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The ‘knowledge dimension’ is suitably broad to accommodate most examples of usefulness earning 1 mark. Further marks are for the 
findings (1) and the link to usefulness (1).

Exemplar 2 2 marks

Page 9 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for idea of usefulness (applications) and 1 for how this links to the study but no use of findings.

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 9 of 18Print Script

[3]
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Examiner commentary
1 mark for link to healthcare. However the findings have not been stated clearly enough for further credit.
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Question 8(g)

Exemplar 1 9 marks

Page 9 of 22Print Script

Page 10 of 22Print Script

Page 21 of 22Print Script

[12]
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Page 21 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
A range of ethical considerations are covered and mostly well applied to relevant studies. There are also a number of examples 
of good evaluation. This is a high ability response but it does not qualify for the top band as it is too study led and also does not 
consider the social area in general. It qualifies for a mark at the top of Band 3 as all necessary criteria are met.

Exemplar 2 5 marks

Page 9 of 18Print Script
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Page 9 of 18Print Script

Page 10 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
There is no evaluation or analysis so the response cannot score beyond Band 2 (Limited). On assessing the description it is strong on 
coverage of ethical considerations but its use of evidence is limited and vague.

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Page 9 of 18Print Script
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Page 9 of 18Print Script

Page 10 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The response demonstrates a basic knowledge and understanding of ethical considerations through a brief reference to some. There 
is one example of use evidence but no attempt at interpretation, analysis or evaluation.
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Question 9(a)

Exemplar 1 6 marks

Page 11 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
Both are well developed points with a clear focus on the candidate’s learning from psychology. Each point identifies a clear theme, 
applies it effectively to the article, and then explains the point further.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Page 11 of 22Print Script

[6]
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Page 11 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
The issues come after the examples from the article rather than before so these are credited first - 1 mark for value of helping and 
1 mark for cultural differences. Then back-credit the links to the article for a further 2 marks (one for each issue) Neither issue is 
elaborated so no further marks credited.

Exemplar 3 0 marks

Page 11 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Only one issue raised – the nature/nurture debate – and there is no evidence that this is relevant to the article.



Exemplar Candidate Work

42

A Level Psychology

© OCR 2019

Question 9(b)

Exemplar 1 4 marks

Page 12 of 22Print Script

Page 21 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
Both sides of the debate outlined clearly enough for 1 mark each, and then each side is applied effectively enough to the article to 
earn an additional 2 marks. 

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

[5]
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Page 12 of 18Print Script

Page 16 of 18Print Script

Page 17 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for applying the individual side of the debate to the article. 1 mark (just) for showing some knowledge of the individual 
side of the debate.  1 mark for applying the situational side of the debate to article. Knowledge of situational side of the debate not 
demonstrated and the debate has not been applied in general. 

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 12 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark (benefit of the doubt) given for an attempt to outline the individual side of the debate at the end of the response.
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Question 9(c)

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for an outline of the set up. 1 mark for the finding about speed of helping. Another mark for the finding relating to IV of ill/
drunk. This finding can then be linked to the article - indeed, this application is developed enough to earn 2 marks. Overall, the 
response shows reasonable knowledge and understanding of the named study but lacks some detail as only one link is made to the 
article.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

[8]
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Page 12 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The study is outlined well enough for both marks. The conclusion is linked to the article (for 1 mark), and the article used 
appropriately (for another 1 mark). The study is outlined but not used very effectively to make links to the article.

Exemplar 3 2 marks

Page 12 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
1 mark for outline of the procedure (but no findings so no second mark for outline). One link to the article for another mark.
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Question 9(d)

Exemplar 1 6 marks

Page 13 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The first way suggested earns 4 marks as it shows good psychological content and is well applied. The second way is less effective 
- the technique is briefly described and then there is some application (to Usain Bolt) and a psychological explanation. However, 
7 marks would put this response in the top band which it does not qualify for as it is difficult to judge the feasibility without more 
detail. The response is instead limited to 6 marks and sits at the top of second band.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Page 13 of 18Print Script

[8]
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Page 13 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response is credited a mark in Band 2 (Limited) as there is little indication of how the suggested strategies would be 
implemented or work, even though they are valid. 

Exemplar 3 1 mark

Page 13 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The response shows a basic knowledge of how positive helping behaviours may be encouraged, and only offers one way of doing 
this.



Exemplar Candidate Work

48

A Level Psychology

© OCR 2019

Question 9(e)

Exemplar 1 5 marks

Page 14 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The suggestions have been evaluated in general which is an acceptable approach. A range of issues/debates have been considered, 
if not always in depth. Evaluation is mainly coherently presented with reasonable understanding of the points raised. Understanding, 
expression and use of psychological terminology are reasonable.

Exemplar 2 4 marks

Page 14 of 18Print Script

[8]
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Page 14 of 18Print Script

Examiner commentary
The candidate is clearly evaluating the use of rewards for the majority of the response even though they have not stated this 
explicitly. The final evaluation point could apply to both reward and modelling (their suggested techniques in 9d) so both 
suggestions have been evaluated as required by the demands of the question. The points are brief and/or clumsily made so the 
response is limited to Band 2.

Exemplar 3 3 marks

Page 14 of 22Print Script
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Page 14 of 22Print Script

Examiner commentary
This response matches the descriptor for the Limited Band. It is more than loosely linked to the demands of the question and makes 
some effort to bring in relevant debates/issues. 
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